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OR what reafon docs the Church of 
Pngland objerve the Feat ef Eyi- 
phany or the ManifeRation of Christ 
10 theGeatiles on the twelfth day after 
Chrifimas ? Js is becauje the Wie 

Nien (as they ave cal) dinour Tranflation) did wake their 

Viptat Bethlehem she twelth day after our Savior’s 

bi ch, or becanfe the ftar zppear'd to ’em at thas time in 

sheir own Country ? 
Anfw. Inthe firft place it matters not whether the 

PF’ fcii2 time cithe! of the Stars appearis s, Or the wile 

men’s coming to werfbip were the 12th day after our 

Savior’s Birth, for which the Church docs no where 

athrm, only faying in the Colle& for this occafion 

* O God, who by the leading of a ttar, did manifeft 

‘thy only begotten Son to the Gentiles,not adding as 

at.this time | as is ufual on other occations. However, 

they being the firft fruits of the Gentiles, this reve- 
lation of our Saviour unto ‘em was * undoubtedly 

* fuch a Blefing as well deferv’d to be folemnly and 

© thankroliy Commemorated 3; and for the exact 


tune ther-of, 


Queft, Ie 


the ajcients that the Fea? of the Nativity it Rif has 
beea known by that name amongft them, being often 
call’) Epirbunia, and Theophania, the manite&ation, or 
appearsnce, or rather glorious appearance, as “tis of- 
ten us‘d in the scripture, fometimes indeed with the 
addition of .\. £4:, tho af others without if. Now 


7; 


this Feaft of the Nastvity being Celebrated Twelve 
days together, of which the firft and the laft, accord- 
ing tothe cufftom of the Jers, were the moft bigh 
and folemn + each of ‘em, he adds, might fitly be 
call’d Epipkany in that fence, and tho not only refer- 
ring to the ftar, vet not excluding, but rather con- 
taining ,nay,pointing 4t it as a {pecial Circum/fance be- 
longing to the Natrvity. Ae 

However, we think it fcarce pofiible that they 
fhawd make their offerings on the twelith day after 
the Nativity the fame year that « hrift was born, be- 
crife Mary's py rification (tems to be aver, which mult 
have been, one and forty days after the Birth of the 
Child, Zev. 12.4. Ac which purification fhe was 
with her fon,2nd prefented him publickly in the Tem- 


ple, where both Simon and Anne ownd fim to be - 


the McMiis, on which ‘tisadded, he was fpoken od to 
all thofe that looked for Redemption in Ferujalem, all 
which wou'd have made him futficiently publick, had 
it heen after the wife men had allarmd all Feru/slem 
and receiv’d acharge from Jerod concerning him: 
Not to add that if his, going up to Ferufalem and pre- 
fentarion in the Temple had been after Z/evod was 
mocked of the wife men, *rwou'd have been no Tels than 
running him into certain defrudtion, befides thatim- 
mediately after Fofeph Ied with him into Fgypt. For 
which reafons, It's much more probable as Dr. Ham- 

10nd underftends it. thot the Foundation which makes 
the Fpipkany the twelfth day fromm that of the Nati- 
vity muft mean it of that day tmelvemonths after. 

Queft. 2. Where thefe Magi (4s they are call'd by the 
Greek and Latin) Pbilofopbers, Kings, or Magttte 
ais ? 

Anfw. They might have been all three together 
from the notation of the word, and the ule on*t 
among Authors both facred and profane, the famous 
Perfian Magi being all three together as St. Jerom has 
obferr'd. There have been who have affirm d that 
they were three Ki-vs, fome of the Reguli in Arabta, 
(ike Agdbus) and if they were not Kings, woe tott is 
Ronifs Infallibility, which tells as, even where they 
are buey’d, and thows their Tonos a: 7: with 


’ 
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great Devotion. Notwithftanding which honett 
Mutsin wasof another mind, tho Re fpcaks modeit- 
ly, Nee Reges, us opiner, cram. Aad if they were, 
they were very little ones, whent heir united bounty 
lett Fofeph amd Mary almoft>s poor as they found 
em. And here perhaps fome wou'd be jleas‘d to 
fee their Names, but they have fo many we know ror 
what to call ‘em, however takethem aH. The moit 
common are Ga/pdr or Jajpar, Diclchicr and Balt.s2z, 
(They mightas well have calld ‘em Androgins, (ad. 
and Jemantius.) Orhers tell us their names were 
Ap-llins, Amcrusy and Domafcus, Others M ig slish, 
Galealath and Sara in, (by their hard naines they 
fhou‘d be Arabians) others Ator, Sewer, and Pératora,, 
which three names Cafanbon found in an old Greck 
Book, together with Mijael, Achach, ‘Cyriaus, ana 
Stephanus, the names of the 4 fhepherds that came to 
vilit ourLord at Bethlebem,had been us‘d in a charmto 
cufe the biting of Serpents and other Vencmous Crea- 
tures, But neither charm nor Legend cas come up to 
that quicknets of thought which is to be found in the 
Roman Fejt! piphany, © Joferb ( fay they) 
* kept of the Gold to keep our Lady v ith while fhe 
* lay in ¢hildbed (ater her Purification, vid. fp.) 
* and with the Myrrb, sur Lady anointed the Child 
* to kcep him trom the worins, excelent Divinity, 
§ and mot edifying Commentzrars ? ; 

A greater doubf there is whether they were M.tgr- 
clans, or only Phrlcfopbers. The .iyGe here, asa 
learned Man obferves,aniwer‘d tothe A/¢brem BIIWN, 
whence by Apb-refis the Creek ecg @ may very ealily 
be deriv‘d; andche fame learned perfon, as well as 
moft others are of opinion that ‘tis not here to be 
taken for fach as preteis‘d Witchcraft and Conjura- 
tion, the word being frequently and notorioufly usté 
ina good fence in profane Authors. But others an- 
{wer with much probability, that the word is not 
once taken in fuch a good fence ia Holy Scripture, 
but always f. one that's guilty of Sorcery and Wisch- 
craft: Of this opinion were feveral ef the ancients, 
Origen and St. Cbrifoftom and others, and as many ot 
our learned Moderus, Beza, Lightfoor, Grotius, &c. 
aiding that this makes God's Providence more admira- 
ble, in bringing up the firft fruits of the Gentiles 
from the very Belly of Hell. And what wonder. it 
the Faftern wifemen thou‘d have been long ere this de- 
gencrated tothele i Arts, when they were in fo fair 
a way tor‘t,even in Daarels time, and when the Fems 
themielves hadto imitated the tolatrous praétices of 
the Fleathen as to be generally Migaciaus, and fFofe- 
plus wou'd perfuade us that Solomen was one, and that 
he himfeif was not far from it. 

Queft, 3. What Countrymen were they ? 

Aujw .We are only told in the Hiflory, * that they 
* came from the Eaff to Ferufalem, Which {eems to 
bid fair for their opinion who make ‘em Arabians, 
fince Arabia lay Euft of Fudes, and was (ufficiently 
infamous for thofe wicked Arts, the antient Z4bii live 
ing amongft them, and befides had plenty of ail 
thofe things which they prefented, Guid, Myrrh, and 
Franbincenje: Whereas none of ‘em were of the matu- 
ril growth of Perfis, and tho they might, its true, 
procure them, yet they cou‘d never wrench their 
Country fo far to the Eaft of Judea, nor are they 
ever call‘d men of the Eaft asthe Arabians trequently 
are in the facred writings, but always reprefented to 
the North, amd their torces call*d the Northern Army. 
And therefore if they had Corn from ‘any of thofe 
Countrys it muft have been faid. They came from 
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“loon the 


the North, not from the Eaff to Jerusalem, whereas 
Paleftine, as is notorioufly known, and Jacitus ob- 
Wotwith- 

handing 


ferves, is bounded on the Eafs by dradia. 
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Southssyers and Asi logers, are reac together in tae 
f sy and their Succeftors to this day are more 
given to th fe Feolsrtes the: n perhaps any yy \a- 
tion in the World, But yet fill there are not wan 
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ing Authoriti.s for placing ‘em, is Hie have fai in 
i Oi r Th i at} i : lt ) iter thi ; ie . 
of ‘ The Kings of Arabia and Saba fhall bring 2 
= " ~ aad wo , t.a¢ 1 - af r 
(moles fua Burd, Sabai) as weil as chat otnes, Io 
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* him thall be given of the Gold of Arabiz, of thi 
very prefers a5 the latter part of that latter iext was 
eminently Platt in our Saviour. * Prayers fhall 
be made ui ito him, and d; aily f fhal! he be ae aifed, both 
in the ante-lucan Hy} 't Chriftians did 
conftanly fing, Chrifte Dee, and in the pref lori 
<<. But we fhall inftance in no 
i it out of the 
} 


the Jews, as he*s quoted by Dr. Hammond, 
‘ f 
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nas which the fir 


among the Gifts Abrehem gave to the Sons of Ke- 
¢ turabh, were Gold Frankincenfe and Myrrh, and there- 
: 9 lay he, ui ci Vtericy in ay | ‘ 112 a Rg] ‘ 
. abi, the fame Gifts to Chrift < 
© avstiviry, But where this Mage7a fhouS’d be wec 

( Ww a | ; UNIC 1 T het ‘i ’ 

4 y s | 

argues Q \ "ik Z LO50n } . 
a City of Mefopotamiz, fome parts of whiyh con 
rv near Saber, alower Beal nox far as it fhou'd teem 
from Balsains habitation, who fays he was fetcht trom 
the Mo unt i ins of the alt Ww} J e j? CEL V3 iQ T1e h ive 
thought chet Miei, But of this morcinthe 

Or eft. 4. betper W425 if. dinary fa , Or 2 Comes 
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1 tke, in how “am? ttey from thy fp bt 


tx4at Appear a 
Comas his far. rmbo was born Kine of 
rir ds his ial, gal 4 was £9 a ai 4 7 


0} it to conclude 
the Jews ¢ 
Anjw, It feems to have been fome 
pearance, as will be made out under the nert qu 
on, Not only a aw Star, or one which they had not 
before obferv‘d, which is not fo very rare a t 
among thofe who are exit o2fervers ot the Heavens 
but fomething much more ¢xgujt and fie wiring, Cac! 
as till then they had never fcen, and ‘tis a pretty 
Conjecture, at leaft, of a learned perton, that ine 
Light which appear‘d to the the pherds, being after. 
wards torm d into a Sody, wast hefame which the(e 
curious obfervers few ac a ditjtance, 
ne new Star, And fomthing per! , 
have heard of Balaams praphely a nobler viece ot 
Poetry then anv in wer, and better delerving to 
kepc among em toatter Age. How- 
ever that the [rms did avout this time expe& their 
Mfits, or a Kirc to be fers among was then 
itly knowr, not only to . erdd, who made ule 
for his ow n Ambition, but even to the Roman 
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imum mun thus ule 
| asthe Dr, not fo large as Spanhem, — 
he tranilates, ‘which far they tefify (the Gofpe 
‘ again) to have been obferved Ly the Chaldeans, +. 
was sem!y born, and moor bipe 
aya‘ethe Teftzntur, be as 
2. Cur deum nuper mATUM, 
the Mact were at 
Lik rnoffes of the ty uth of this flrange 
cordinary Stag 
yout That time appear, we may learn from other 
Authors, and perhaps the, Dlonet Cefarts aftrum, 
wart be the fame, and belong toa greater King. 
but [ulster himltlf ts vorcid to contels the appearance 
oi th ops nero Star ax our Saviours birth, tho he as ma- 
Ny as 3 weak ¥ attributes itta a certain Scar which 
G " ocligarily and naturally appear very 400 year. 
bem 125 is contrary to rere _—— 
icks, bur his anfwer won’s hold, tor its now 
gianted that Comets are ns other, whofe bata ns 
are io sertain that thev are now exacily calculated $ 
Phetrue reply, we think, is, that the Star appear 4, 
opear’d and mov'din fucha manner as was above 
power of nature, nay ablolutcly contrary 
(ot. Kor ic went betore fem from Jerufalem to 
betklebem, from North to South, aad come at laft and 
aid poliiting, down) exa&ly over the houfe where 
the young Cid was. We thall clofe this iubjett with 
a mem(< arab eof an antient ffeathen Author, 
t 5 St tar, and give a Dilcrip- 
tion of it. © There appear d, fays he, a Comet, 
thini b Silver bair, in flich a mannes 
ble to beheld it, and thowing 
in the fhape oj a Man. 
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Gubectiflenients. 
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Widow, or cther perlons 
have any Liorary, or parcel ot books to dil (pole of, 


i they will iead a Cataiogue of them, or notice 
where thev are, to Foon gti: at the Aaven iu 
F TW n=; ‘et, they hh iH ha 3 ly. 4 nony them, 
to the feel] of what thew are WwW ik hy 


“Ce Bitet LiowD ac he Antient Fowler 
in Yower-Sireet, london Sells the Fineit, frongeit 
Glaz‘d- or not Glaiz‘d Gan-P owder, which by the 
i cual ‘nce of feveral Perfons 6f Gg 1 others 
hath contiderably oat-done any’ Gun “DOV der yet . 
amade s the faid th ong Gun-powder, and ail other 
“+ pe of Gun-powder is Sold by him at very realena 
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